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3. Dezember 2022 

 
Artikel in der Regensburger SonntagsZeitung: 
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3 December 2022 

 
Article in the Regensburg Sunday Newspaper: 

 
A dream came true 

 
South African Brotherhood of Blessed Gérard celebrates 30th anniversary  

 
"They are good at organizing and are willing to help fellow citizens." It all started with this experience of the young Regensburg Missionary Benedictine Father Gérard 
Lagleder in Zululand 30 years ago. After an appeal, members of the parish successfully organized support for two families in need. In addition, there was the 
experience that the sick - in one of the strongholds of AIDS, especially HIV patients - were very badly cared for and often died under undignified circumstances. Father 
Gérard had without further ado loaded a patient in a very critical condition onto his flatbed truck and driven him to the doctor. Dr. Paul Thabethe begged him: 
"Father, we have to do something!" That was the birth of the South African Brotherhood of Blessed Gérard, the country's relief organisation of the Order of Malta. 
 
With his appeal, the South African ran open doors to the German missionary Father Gérard Lagleder. Already during his school days and during his studies he had worked 
for Malteser Hilfsdienst in many ways, including in Straubing, Regensburg, Weiden, Rötz and Schwandorf. He was very familiar with the organisation and its motto 
"protecting the faith and giving to the poor". As a trainer for Malteser Hilfsdienst helpers, he was also medically trained. 
 
On October 28, 1992, together with Paul Thabethe and other South Africans, he founded the "Brotherhood of Blessed Gerard" as a relief organization, named after the 
founder of the Order of Malta. This brotherhood was to be the organisational centre for a diverse network of aid for the next three decades. A German non-profit 
association, the "Bruderschaft des Seligen Gerhard e.V.", supports the work in South Africa. 
 
Over 3000 members 
 
At the ceremony for the German-speaking members in Eichstätt, Father Gérard Lagleder welcomed the 3066th member, being Elisabeth Lohner, the diocesan superior of 
Malteser Hilfsdienst Regensburg. The annual turnover has increased from 141 Euros in 1992 to an estimated 2.2 million Euros in the current year. Among the 1,589 active 
members are many - mainly South African - volunteers who work in various services. However, 88 full-time employees and 30 part-time employees are also required for 
professional nursing and social care. These finance about ten other people with their salaries. For an organisation that lives mainly from donations (currently 89 percent), 
because the population in Mandeni in Zululand can hardly contribute anything themselves due to very high unemployment (over 80 percent live in poverty, 
unemployment currently at 45 percent), that is a huge challenge. Most have no health insurance. According to the Order of Malta’s motto, only helping those who can 
pay was never an option for the Brotherhood. 
 
Necessity has dictated 
 
Already in the early years there was an aid fund for poor sick people, an emergency aid fund and a bursary fund for school and university fees, which paved the way out 
of poverty. In 2021, a girl who came to the children's home immediately after birth did so well in her matric that she received a state scholarship. The girl also plays on 
the national rugby team. Other projects included a nutrition program for malnourished children, a home economics school and a sewing school, which enable women in 
particular to earn their own income, and a kindergarten. In one of the AIDS strongholds of the world, educational programs were started and 25 years ago the "Care 
Centre" was opened, which now has 40 hospice beds years. All outpatient and inpatient treatment is centred there. There have been over 10,000 patients in the last 25 
years. Often women brought their children with them when they came to die in the hospice. The consequence was the founding of a children's home with today 65 
children and adolescents. Thanks to medical advances there is still no cure, but a very successful outpatient treatment of AIDS patients is possible. Here, too, a large 
program has been started. Recently, the need caused by Corona has been a challenge. A few figures since the organisation was founded illustrate the extensive help: 
5420 inpatients, 4673 outpatients, 5134 home nursing patients, 7645 patient transports, 3623 consultations, 1624 Patients in AIDS therapy who can lead a "normal" life 
again and work made possible, as well as 2240 supports granted in social need. During the Corona lockdown, 78,400 meals were distributed to families. 
 
It's about dignity 
 
Behind each of these numbers stands an individual fate. In addition to the very concrete help, people also experience that there are people who are not indifferent about 
their fate and who treat them humanely. In the social context that people have experienced in their previous lives, this is an experience that is crucial for living - and 
dying - with dignity. In the loving treatment of the full-time and voluntary workers, the cared for learn to overcome indifference and the fixation on one’s own interests. 
 

 

 

 
13 December 2022 

 
Presentation of a short fil at the Advent 

Celebration of the Rotary Club Golden Rider 
in Dresden/Germany. 

 
This painting was auctioned at this event for 

the benefit of the Brotherhood of Blessed 
Gérard. 

 

 
 

 
13. Dezember 2022 

 
Kurzfilm-Vortrag bei der Adventfeier des 
Rotary Clubs Goldener Reiter in Dresden. 

 
Dabei wurde dieses Gemälde zu Gunsten 

der Brotherhood of Blessed Gérard 
versteigert. 
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17 December 2022 

 
Father Gérard visited the headquarters of the Pontifical Mission Societies “missio” 

in Vienna/Austria, reported on our progress to Mrs. Elisabeth Rittsteuer, 
concelebrated Holy Mass and preached and awarded the Commemorative Medal 
of the Order of Malta for the anniversary of the establishment of the Brotherhood 

of Blessed Gérard 

 
to the National Director of “missio” Father Prof. Dr. Karl Wallner O.Cist., 

Mrs. Elisabeth Rittsteuer, 

 
Dipl.Ing. Peter Krall  

and Dr. Rotraut Krall. 
 

 
17. Dezember 2022 

 
Pater Gerhard besuchte den Sitz der Päpstlichen Missionswerke „missio“ in Wien, 
berichtete Frau Elisabeth Rittsteuer über unsere Fortschritte, konzelebrierte die 

Heilige Messe und predigte und überreichte die Gedenkmedaille des 
Malteserordens zum Jahrestag der Gründung der Brotherhood of Blessed Gérard 

an den Nationaldirektor von „missio“ Pater Prof. Dr. Karl Wallner O.Cist., 
 

 
Frau Elisabeth Rittsteuer,  

Dipl.Ing. Peter Krall 

 
und Dr. Rotraut Krall. 
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25 December 2022 

 

 
 

Christmas Celebration at Blessed Gérard’s Children’s Home 
 

 
25. Dezember 2022 

 

  
 

Weihnachtsfeier im Blessed Gérard’s Kinderheim 
 

 

 
26 December 2022 

 
Visit of the Chancellor of the German 

Association of the Order of Malta, Baron 
Stephan Spies and his wife. 

 

 

 
 

 
26. Dezember 2022 

 
Besuch des Kanzlers der Deutschen 

Assoziation des Malteserordens, Stephan 
Freiherr von Spies und seiner Frau. 

 

 


